Joint Statement to Support Peace Process in Korean Peninsula

 

The participants of the 5th South South Forum on Sustainability held on June 13-18, 2018 at Lingnan University, Hong Kong, support the summit peace talk between the USA and the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK), and the peace processes between Republic of Korea (ROK) and the DPRK which will contribute to terminating the Korean War and the Cold War regime on the Korean Peninsula. 

The Korean Peninsula is a remnant of the Cold War which has so far cost us enormously, in life, wasteful military expenditures, as well as in property. The Korean War in 1950 still continues under a fragile armistice. Last year, people on the Korean Peninsula and surrounding countries in particular trembled with fear of imminent war that might eventually lead to a breakout of a Third World War. We are opposed to any type of war, because war in this age of nuclear technological development will have catastrophic consequences for all life. There will be no winner, but instead, will extensively devastate all parties involved as well as the ecological system.
Unimaginable developments towards a peace process suddenly occurred on the Korean Peninsula this year. Dialogue and exchange between ROK and DPRK was revived at the time of the PyeongChang Winter Olympics. The summit leaders of the two Koreas met in Panmunjom to announce the Panmunjom Declaration on April 27, ensuring that both Koreas stop hostile actions to each other, move towards declaring the end of the war, expand exchanges on the various levels and areas, and proceed with gradual disarmament with the aim of completely denuclearizing the Korean Peninsula. 
The historical summit meeting between President Trump of the USA and Chairman Kim Jung-Un of DPRK was held in Singapore on June 12, 2018. The two leaders announced the initiation of moves to eventually denuclearize the Korean Peninsula, and the guarantee of security for DPRK. This meeting of the two parties is an epoch-making event for the peace process, because the USA and the DPRK have been in hostile confrontation against each other for seventy years. The will for peace and mutual trust between the two leaders was confirmed. In this way, the peace process took a major step forward. DPRK has stopped nuclear bomb and long-distance missiles tests since November 2017. DPRK voluntarily destroyed nuclear test sites in May this year. In addition, DPRK released three US citizens from the detention center in May this year. President Trump also announced the end to heavily-armed US-ROK joint military exercises which posed a serious threat to DPRK. 
We, as peace-loving global citizens, resolutely support the ongoing peace process on the Korean Peninsula, and are opposed to moves of any party to obstruct, slander, and invalidate this invaluable peace process. This is a rare and precious opportunity for people in this region to win peace. We are convinced that only peace, not war, can guarantee genuine and comprehensive security for people’s life. We stress that all these favorable developments were triggered by the people’s candlelight movement in ROK as part of the decades-long civil rights struggles for peace, especially by the women’s movements.
We support and advocate the peace process on the Korean Peninsula. We, as global citizens, will build and expand solidarity networks to support the negotiation process between the two Koreas, and between the USA and the DPRK. We hope that the negotiations between the concerned parties will be rapidly concluded so that people in the region can enjoy security, prosperity, and human rights. 
We, as peace-loving citizens of global society, will work to eradicate and dismantle the legacy of the Cold War regime that has been deeply embedded in legal, institutional, cultural and educational systems.
Here is a particular appeal to intellectuals and activists of East Asian countries, as well as globally, to sign this statement and participate in the solidarity movement to make advances towards a nuclear weapon-free zone in East Asia and extend it to other war-infested areas of the world.
 

June 17, 2018
Lingnan University, Hong Kong
 
[Please send the following information to our.global.u@gmail.com if you support the Statement]
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