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Two Kinds of New Poor and Their Future: The Decline and Re-shaping of Class Politics and the Poli-
tics of Dignity of the New Poor 49

Wang Hui

Abstract: Key concepts that formed the politics of dignity in 20th-century China, e.g. class or class-based politi-
cal parties and related political categories, have been or are being replaced by the concept of modernization cen-
tered on “development”. The discourse on the end of the history aims precisely at eliminating the history con-
structed around such class-related categories. After the great transformations of 1989-1991, politics connected
with the Chinese revolution and working class state came to be regarded as the opposite of the modern politics
of dignity. This article discusses the concept of class, class politics, and the formation of class in the context of
the failure of modern worker states and of the decline of class politics. The author also analyzes the manifesta-
tions of the failure of worker states and the rupture of representativeness in domestic and international political

relations.

Keywords: the new poor, new workers, class politics, worker state, rupture of representativeness

The Idea of Civil Society: A Comment on Wang Shaoguang’s Ideation of “Socialist Society” 71
Chen Wei

Abstract: The concept of civil society in the tradition of Hegelian-Marxian theory can hardly reveal the essential
features of modern civil society. It is therefore more relevant to China nowadays to return to the concept of civil
society in modern Anglo-American tradition. In its broad sense, civil society refers to a specific social and politi-
cal order that meshes with the commercial society, having modern citizens as its subject and the rule of law as
its essence. It contains a series of abstract rules and requires the citizens to have civilized customs and manners.
The idea of socialist society proposed by Wang Shaoguang fails to be in tune with the ethos of the commercial so-
ciety. It points to an authoritarian and controlling system that is collective-based, much to the negligence of indi-
vidual rights and freedom. The direction of Chinese social construction is civil society characterized by toler-
ance, civilization, peace, trustworthiness, and freedom, not socialist society based on class division, rejecting
the citizen’s freedom, respecting people in name but not in fact, and characterized by savage, violence, and

lies.

Keywords: civil society, socialist society, rule of law
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Nationalism and the Political Order of Modern China: The Debate between Zhang Taiyan and Yan Fu
over Shehui Tongquan 84

Gan Chunsong

Abstract: Shehui Tongquan is a Chinese translation of Edward Jenks’ A Short History of Politics, with some annota-

tions prepared by the translator Yan Fu. Yan means this translation to provide an alternative view of historical de-
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